FRANCIS 0'GRADY Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy -1964 edited by J C Sylvester ppxiii+789 illustrated $15 Ann Arbor, Mich.: American Society for Microbiology 1965 London: HKLewis The one hundred and thirty-seven papers presented at the Fourth Interscience Conference on Antimicrobial agents and Chemotherapy represent an interesting cross-section of the immense amount of work being done in this field. The papers are grouped into sections which include: the isolation of new antibiotics, the in vitro actions of antibiotics and their use in experimental infections and in disease. The scale of research is sometimes frightening, for example the isolation of 253 grams of U.15,774 required the addition of 3,550 gallons of acetone to an extract of 3,850 gallons of a ferment. The number of antibiotics now known is so great that any new substance must be carefully tested and its producer mould characterized to ensure that it really is new. The penicillin and cephalosporin group is the principal topic to be discussed. Interest is centred on the enzymes which destroy these antibiotics, and on the production of antistaphylococcal agents which are not cross-allergenic with them. The pace of progress is reflected in an addendum to the review on penicillinase-resistant penicillins in which the author states that it is already out of date. The therapy of urinary tract infections is the subject of several papers ranging from the use of antibiotics in uremia to the follow up of symptomless bacillurea in pregnancy. The number and variety of the papers reflect the continuing medical and pharmaceutical interest in antibiotics and chemotherapy. administration and finance; and statistics. The texts provide only an introduction to the various topics, the intention being to stimulate discussion and reading. To help in this, very full lists of references are provided.
The volume is modestly designated as a 'source book', but all concerned with the administration of the health services will find in it much of interest and help. This should result in the various sectors involved taking a more balanced view of the different aspects of the health and welfare services, in the setting of an organized society. For too long have narrow sectional interests been unappreciative of the parts played by others in a very complex organization. Similarly, it should prove of benefit to members of boards and committees.
The prevailing, and likely persisting, shortages of trained personnel and finance in the health services make it essential that these resources be used to the optimum extent. This can be brought about, in large part, by raising administrative standards, and the present book should contribute to this necessary development.
D THOMSON
Chemical Protection against Ionizing Radiation by Zenon M Bacq American Lecture Series No. 599 ppxvi+328 $14 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1965 This latest addition to the 'Living Chemistry' series will be of primary interest to radiobiologists, cellular biochemists, physiologists and radiotherapists. It covers the growth of knowledge of chemical protection against radiation from its origins a mere fifteen or twenty years ago and the author's early work with cyanides, cysteine and cysteamine. There are chapters concerned with the effectiveness and toxicity of the various compounds; their distribution, mechanisms of action and metabolic and cytochemical effects. The factors influencing their actions are fully discussed, and a useful list of the known protective compounds is included. The book concludes with the author's theories of chemical protection. From the physician's point of view, brief reference is made to chemical protection against the effects of radiomimetic drugs, such as the alkylating agents, and the synergistic effects of a combination of the protective compounds with bone marrow transplantation in the treatment of toxic doses of chemotherapeutic agents and radiation accidents. It is interesting to note the effectiveness of such familiar substances as histamine, serotonin, glutathione, noradrenaline and reserpine. The hopes of the radiotherapist and chemotherapist of finding substances capable of protecting normal tissue in preference to tumour tissue receive little encouragement but there are useful suggestions concerning the possibility of providing local protection. The bibliography is comprehensive (some 1,300 references).
J Q MATTHIAS

A History ofImmunization by H J Parish MD FRCPE DPH ppxi+355 illustrated 50s Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1965
Immunization has had such a cardinal place in many of the most successful programmes for the control of infective disease that it seems surprising there should not have been any recent historical account of its development and achievements. Dr Parish's life-long association with the Wellcome Research Laboratories and the fact that, as he says, he has known personally many of the pioneers, puts him in an admirable position to provide an authoritative review. The resulting book contains a great deal of valuable information on the development of methods for active and passive immunization against all the infective diseases of man for which they have been used.
Each of the 37 chapters is, in general, given to a separate disease, in which the whole history of immunization for that infection is discussed, bringing the story of each up to the present. This approach has the obvious advantage of simplicity in presentation and it enables the reader to follow the development of methods available for a particular disease. It has the disadvantage of obscuring the appreciation of the broad way in which the technique and philosophy of immunological preventive methods have developed, and it makes it more difficult to see just how the progress with one infection affected work on others. But it is only on this synthetic approach that the book seems rather weak; for the marshalling of facts and their clear and straightforward presentation, it is excellent. There are portraits of more than 40 of the key contributors to the development of immunization, often in delightfully informal pose. R E 0 WILLIAMS The Control of Fertility by Gregory Pincus ppxvii+360 72s New York &London: Academic Press 1965 The author of this book has been a leader in the scientific investigation of the control of fertility in man and other mammals for many years. His place in fame is secure as a result of the introduction, with his colleagues, of the first effective oral contraceptive ten years ago. Without doubt, this event gave considerable impetus to the increasing study of fertility control, the one bright spot in the otherwise gloomy prospect of the expanding world population. It is particularly fitting, therefore, that Dr Pincus should now have written an up-to-date, comprehensive survey of knowledge of the factors controlling reproductive processes and especially of what is known of the means whereby these factors may be influenced. The value as a reference source, to all workers
